
Community Newsletter

Welcome to the regular community newsletter to keep you informed about Melbourne Airport operations and 
projects, runway plans, opportunities at the airport and other related news. We welcome your feedback about 
what is important to you.

In December, Melbourne Airport 
became the first Australian capital 
city airport to surpass pre-pandemic 
levels of the number of seats 
available for international flights. 
A total of 1.31 million international 
seats were available across the 
month, compared to 1.29 million 
seats in December 2019. 

This additional capacity 
was reflected in new record 
international passenger figures 
across the summer holiday period, 
with numbers up 7% on pre-
pandemic levels.
This extra capacity is providing 
travellers with more choice while 

helping to put downward pressure 
on air fares. It also gives Victorian 
exporters of high-value, time-
critical goods improved access to 
international markets, with 85% of 
all international freight travelling 
in the cargo hold of passenger 
aircraft.
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Record summer international passenger numbers

Melbourne Airport is calling on 
Public Transport Victoria to invest 
in improvements to the airport’s 
public bus links, to provide 
passengers and airport workers 
with better connections to nearby 
towns and suburbs. With the 
exception of the 901 Smart Bus, 
existing bus services start too late, 
finish too early, and do not run 
often enough. Melbourne Airport 

is asking PTV to consider extending 
the 901 Smart Bus from the airport 
to Sunbury, and the 902 Smart Bus 
from Airport West to Melbourne 
Airport. Melbourne Airport is also 
calling for a bus connection to 
Brimbank to give local passengers 
a public transport option and 
ensure residents have access to the 
hundreds of jobs available on the 
airport precinct.

Better buses needed

https://www.melbourneairport.com.au/community


Melbourne Airport welcomes 
confirmation of the federal 
government’s commitment to 
build the long-awaited airport rail 
link. Melbourne Airport supports 
the rail link because it will provide 
passengers with more choice 
and improved access from across 
Melbourne and particularly the 
growing western suburbs.
Melbourne Airport continues to 
advocate for an underground 
station to ensure future-proofing 
of the rail line and terminal 
precinct. If the rail line is ever to 
be extended beyond the airport, 
it must be built below ground, 
as building over the top of the 
runways is impossible. 
The government’s decision 
to pause the project last year 

allowed Melbourne Airport to 
develop an underground station 
concept that would be cost-
competitive with the state’s 
elevated option. 

We look forward to working with 
the state government to develop 
this proposal to ensure investment 
in infrastructure that supports 
Victorians for decades to come.  

Supporting a future-proof airport rail link

Ever considered a career in aviation?
Melbourne Airport is experiencing huge demand as travellers return to the sky, as 
are airports and airlines all over the world. This demand is creating a wide variety 
of job opportunities across the airport. Scan the QR code for a list of current job 
vacancies within the Melbourne Airport precinct. 

Draft Major 
Development Plan 

for Melbourne 
Airport’s third 

runway submitted 
to Minister

Feb 2023

Ministerial decision 
on draft Major 

Development Plan 
for Melbourne 
Airport’s third 

runway

Expected 
first quarter 

2024

Detailed design 
for Melbourne 
Airport’s third 

runway and plan for 
construction 

Commencing 
mid 2024

Construction 
of the third 

runway begins 

from 2025

New 
north-south 

runway 
operational 

2030

 *timeline subject to approvals

Melbourne Airport reviewed 
community feedback on its third 
runway proposal and submitted 
a draft Major Development Plan 
to the Federal Government 
for approval in February 2023. 
Consistent with the current 
Master Plan, the airport plans to 

build a new 3,000-metre-long 
runway 1.3 kilometres to the west 
and parallel to the existing north-
south runway. The new runway 
is essential to ensure Melbourne 
Airport has sufficient capacity to 
service Victoria’s growth.

The new runway will require new 
flight paths, which will change the 
way aircraft fly around Melbourne. 
Proposed operating modes can 
be viewed in the interactive flight 
path and noise tool at www.
melbourneairport.com.au/runway 

Melbourne Airport’s Third Runway Major Development Plan 

https://www.melbourneairport.com.au/runway
https://www.melbourneairport.com.au/runway


Travellers using the Tullamarine Freeway now have 
a direct link to the Terminal 4 car park and public 
pick-up zones, following the opening of Stage 1 of 
Melbourne Airport’s elevated roads project. Known as 
Naarm Way, the new road provides an intersection-free 
journey from the freeway to the ground transport hub. 
Melbourne Airport will soon start construction of Stage 
2, which will connect the new road to the Terminal 123 
carpark and facilitate an expanded pick-up and drop-
off zone.

Jobs and student internships together with significant 
research projects are at the heart of Melbourne 
Airport’s partnership with Victoria University.
In the first ever university partnership for the airport, 
students from the west will have the chance to 
contribute to one of the biggest economic drivers in 
the state.
The three-year Memorandum of Understanding also 
aims to enrich the airport visitor experience through a 
First Nations Education framework, as well as exploring 
research and STEM programs at the new Tech school 
development proposed for Brimbank.

Melbourne Airport has introduced an organics waste 
stream that uses insects to consume and process 
passenger food — a first for any airport in the world! 
More than 40 of the airport’s restaurants, cafes and 
lounges are using the system, to reduce the amount of 
waste going to landfill. 
Insects consume travellers’ food waste over a 12-
day feeding cycle to produce nutrient-rich frass and 
protein used as animals and aquaculture feeds, and 
soil fertiliser. On average, more than 2,000 kilograms 
of terminal food scraps and coffee grinds go to the 
processing unit each week.

Naarm Way now open

Victoria University 
partnership taking-off

A world first for airports

Upcoming 
community pop ups
If you have any questions or would like to 
know more about Melbourne Airport, come 
and meet the team at the following events: 

• Sunday 21 January 2024 - 10am-5pm 
Midsumma Festival, Alexandra Gardens

• Sunday 28 January 2024 - 12pm-8pm 
Sunshine Lunar New Year Festival, 
Hampshire Road, Sunshine

• Sunday 18 February 2024 - 11am-4pm 
Laverton Festival, Curlew Community Park, 
5 Epsom Street, Laverton 

• Saturday 02 March 2004 - details tbc 
Craigieburn Festival, Craigieburn Anzac 
Park, Corner Aitken Blvd and, Central Park 
Ave, Craigieburn

• Saturday 09 March 2024 - 12.30pm-5pm 
Keilor Historial Society, Harrick’s Cottage 
Open Day, 152 Harricks Road, Keilor Park

• Saturday 20 April 2024 - 9am-1pm 
Yarraville Village Farmers Market, Yarraville

Total passengers (excluding transits) 

3,086,049 ↑ 17% compared to Dec 2022

Total passengers (excluding transits) 

17,714,304 ↑ 18% compared to July-Dec 2022

Domestic passengers 

2,048,911 ↑ 10% compared to Dec 2022

Domestic passengers 

12,239,171 ↑ 8% compared to July-Dec 2022

International passengers 

1,037,138 ↑ 35% compared to Dec 2022

International passengers 

5,475,133 ↑ 47% compared to July-Dec 2022

Passenger numbers for December 2023

Passenger numbers for 
July to December 2023



Scan the QR code to visit the Melbourne Airport Translation Hub
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